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A New Year’s Stump Walk 
Join the Natural History Society on Tuesday, January 
14, for a New Year exploration of old growth stumps and 
what they mean to forest health. We will walk 
approximately four miles at Port Gamble Forest Heritage 
Park on old logging roads and moderately maintained 
trails with little elevation gain. This is one of the largest 
lowland forests remaining in West Puget Sound.  

Inspiration for this outing came from the Natural History 
Society Book Club’s October 2019 selection,  
Wintergreen: Rambles in a Ravaged Land, by Robert M. 
Pyle.  The author wrote, "... a good stump is a wonderful 
thing to teach the watchful naturalist." This gave many 
of us unexpected insights. We would like to encourage 
anyone to share 2-3 sentences from Wintergreen on this 
walk. 

Many community partners launched a visionary 
campaign in 2011 to conserve Port Gamble Forest 
Heritage Park and surrounding forestland and coastline 
from the timber industry and over-development. There's 
a new vision and hope for the forest, restoring it as a 

more natural ecosystem.  What better place can we share 
thoughts and new hope for 2020 ? 

RSVP to Lee at JLTnatural@saveland.org for meeting 
time and place, what to bring, and additional 
information. 

Book Club Selection 
The Natural History Society Book Club will hold its 
monthly meeting on Monday, January 27, from 3:30 to 
5:00 pm. We will discuss What the Robin Knows by Jon 
Young, meeting at the Pink House, adjacent to the Port 
Townsend Library. 

A list of past books read by the Book Club and other 
resources about natural history are available on our 
website, http://jltnatural.org/. 

Editors: Wendy Feltham &  Dave Rugh   

Photo credit: Michele and Lee with a stump at Port 
Gamble Forest Heritage Park and Anna’s Hummingbird 
©Wendy Feltham 
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