
The Ecology of Hurricane Hill 
Join the Natural History Society on Thursday, June 22, 
from 9:00 am-4:00 pm, for a walk on Hurricane Hill. 
Ten miles from Port Angeles, as the crow flies, this is 
worth the all-day trip. Identifying wildflowers and 
animals as we go, the roundtrip walk will be 3 miles or 
less. Our focus will be to explore a unique ecosystem of 
subalpine plants and animals in this island-like location, 
isolated by millions of years of geologic action. We will 
stroll this well maintained, popular Hurricane Ridge trail 
while discussing adaptions and interactions of species 
that have co-evolved for survival at more than 5,000 feet 
elevation in one of the wettest places on earth. Views 
may be spectacular.   

Our alternate venue, if the snow has yet to melt in the 
high country, is Heart of the Forest Trail. Taking off 
from Heart of the Hills campground, this deep, moist, 
woodland trail meanders through peaceful old growth 
forests rich in flora representative of a complex 
rainforest ecosystem.                                

Coca Sanchez, one of our local plant experts, will join us   

to help identify and learn more about the subalpine plant 
community. Nan Evans and Marcia Schwendiman will 
lead the walk. Come prepared for cold, wind, and rain 
with layers of clothes and hiking shoes. Bring field 
guides, binoculars, camera, water, and a sack lunch. 
RSVP to Janell at JLTnatural@saveland.org. 

Book Club Selection 
The Natural History Society Book Club will hold its 
June meeting on Monday, June 25, from 3:30 to 5:00 
pm to discuss Sea of Cortez by John Steinbeck. We 
will meet during summer months at the Land Trust’s 
Illahee Preserve. (From PT drive on Hwy. 19 past the 
airport; turn left on Prospect (towards Kala Pt.); turn 
right on Creekside and please drive slowly.) Past books 
read by the Book Club and other resources about natural 
history are available on our website, http://jltnatural.org/. 

Editors: Wendy Feltham &  Dave Rugh                    

Photo credit: Lepus americanus (Snowshoe Hare) & 
Primula paucifolia (Jeweled Shooting Star) near 
Hurricane Hill ©Wendy Feltham
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