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Bats: Gentle Friends, Essential Allies
The JLT Natural History Society is pleased to sponsor a
presentation on local bats by biologist Sarah Schmidt
on Monday, May 9 at 7:00 pm, at the Quimper
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 2333 San Juan
Avenue in Port Townsend. Did you know Washington
has fifteen species of bats? Bats play vital roles in their
native habitats. Many are considered “keystone species”
because so many other animals and plants depend on
them to survive. Biologist Sarah Schmidt, of Whidbey
Island, is a long-time educator and advocate for the
appreciation and protection of bats. She will share stories
and photos on bat behavior and adaptations, their
importance to the balance of natural systems, and threats
to their health and conservation. This talk is free and
open to the public, with a suggested donation of $5 to
help fund Natural History Society programs.

Ecelberger, say we’ll expect to see members of the Lily,
Wintergreen, Saxifrage, and Orchid families, among
others. Bring a clipboard and hand lens because we’ll
learn some basic keying principles. We plan to hike
about 1,000’ of elevation gain over four hours, but won’t
aim for the summit. Dress for the weather, bring food
and water, and a field guide to local plants and
wildflowers, if you have one. Participation is limited to
15 people, and car pools will be arranged. For details
and to RSVP, please contact Marcia at
jltnatural@saveland.org.

Book Club Selection

Exploring a Montane Forest

The Natural History Society Book Club will meet on
Monday, May 23, from 3:30 to 5:00 pm to discuss The
Triumph of Seeds by Thor Hanson. RSVP to Jean for
location at JLTnatural@saveland.org. A list of past books
read by the Book Club and other resources about natural
history are available on our website, http://jltnatural.org/.

Join us for a spring exploration into the montane forest
of Mount Townsend on Wednesday, May 18. Our
leaders, botanist/naturalists Coca Sanchez and Dana
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